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CHIEF MENTAL HEALTH ADVOCATE — DEBORA COLVIN — RETIREMENT 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.04 pm]: I rise to recognise the service of one of 
our distinguished public officers in the mental health sector. Ms Debora Colvin will retire in the new year after 
12 years of steering a key service that advocates for people’s rights in the provision of mental health services across 
Western Australia. Listening to the people who receive mental health services and ensuring that we provide services 
that give them the utmost care is one of our key priorities, and I thank Ms Colvin for her part in that. 
Commencing as the head of the Council of Official Visitors in 2008, Ms Colvin has made a significant contribution 
to supporting vulnerable people in our community with advocacy services. She has led the Mental Health Advocacy 
Service through significant periods of change to become an organisation that now has advocates working across 
Western Australia. As the inaugural Chief Mental Health Advocate, Ms Colvin has led her team of people to become 
the robust organisation it is now, providing individual advocacy services to vulnerable people and protecting patients’ 
rights. As a champion of change, she has helped shape policy and practice in the mental health sector at the highest 
levels to improve the care of people experiencing acute or chronic mental illness. Through her reporting and 
advice over this time, she has steered many important changes in our public mental health system including recent 
improvements at the Kalgoorlie Health Campus, and she has highlighted how we can better care for our youth, 
Aboriginal people and people in the justice system. 
I sincerely thank Ms Colvin for her commitment and dedicated work, including the frank advice she has provided 
to me as Minister for Mental Health, and wish her all the best for the future. 
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